write for the second edition of this work, I made the condition that this unqualified statement had to be striken out, with which the editor willingly complied. I refer to this personal detail because of the common belief among connoisseurs of Japan that this country has never produced any real philosophical school worthy of the name, be it Buddhist thought or Confucian ethics. I am not an expert on Japanese thought of the past but what I know of recent Occidental-type of thinking in Japan obliges me to cast a dissenting note to the above cliche.
Recent Japanese philosophy started just one hundred years ago when Nishi Amane (18291897 ) and Tsuda Mamichi prepared, in the early part of 1862， the first draft on Western philosophy at the Center of Western Studies (Bansho Shirabesho). The term tetsugaku for philosophy came to be known in 1874 when Nishi Amane published his Hyakuichi * The author，a professor at Sophia bmversity, has been in Japan since 1949，and has just published Recent Japanese Philosophical Thought 1862 Thought -1962 Negative aspects, however, should be indicated of recent Japanese thought as, for instance，the penchant for dialectical thinking, the relativism and eclecticism of many thinkers, the complete separation between old Buddhist thought ( with the exception of Nishida) and contemporary philosophical categories.
However, as a concluding remark I shall only point out that the main task of Japanese philosophers has been to introduce and understand Western philosophy, a task in which they have succeeded, in spite of the barriers of language, religions, and socio-ethical background. 
